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RENO, NEVADA, HAS

S DATE ADVISED THAT USDJ JOHN R. ROSS,
< _

CAR;éN CITY, NEV.4

“REQUESTED HIM TO HAVE INVESTIGATION MADE OF POSSIBLE
CONTEMPT OF COURT BY SUEJECTTPRIOB TO, DURING AND SUBSEQUENT TO POSTAL '
VIOLATION TRIAL THIRTEENTH INSTANT WHICH RESULTS.IN JURY ACQUITTAL AND

OVER WHICH ROSS PRESIDED AT LAS VEGAS, NEV, ROSS DESIRES TO CHECK

POSSIBILITY~0F CONTEMPT ARISING ouT OF PRESS RELEASES GIVEN AND. ARTICLES

g

T —————.

WRITTEN BY GREENSPUN REGARDING THE RULINGS AND CONDUCT OF THE COURT.
M A O .

VROSS HAD HANDLED DIRECTLY WITH |AND DOES NOT WISH TO INVOLVE USA.(

MADISON B, GRAVES BECAUSE.OF VICTRIOLIC TENOR OF GREENSPUN-$ ARTICLES

RELGRAVES ALSC. REQUESTED FBI 'MANDLE INVESTIGATION AND ADVISED

e T TSR T e -
BT SRR S R

- prt—

INVLSTIGATIGN CAN BE LIMITED NOW TO REVIEN OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES. HE

i T TR *‘v:m':r—“‘-—v T T T e e

SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED NEWS RELEASE MADE BY GREENSPUN ALLEGEDLY THERE g

FOR PURPOSE OF CONFERRING WITH ATTORNEY, REQUESTED GREENSPUN-S NEWSPAPER,

THE LAS VEGAS SUN, BE CHECKED FOR PAST SIX MONTHS AND SPECIFICALLY
MENTIONED ISSUES OF APRIL TWELFTH, TWENTIETH AND TWENTYFIRST INSTANT,
AS HHAVING STRONG COMMENTS IN THE COLUMN "FROM WHEKE I STAND". ROSS

HAS "TOLD, HE WILL WANT TO REVIEN REPORT AND AS ALSO REQUESTED

[0 PREPARE A BRIEF. BUREAU-S INSIRUCTIQN REQUESTED. i?c
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APR 26 13?5

4=26=55

URGENT

T

ADVISES | S WILL REQUEST POSTAL AUTHORITIES_TO_HANDEZ%

NO FURTHER ACTION BEING TAKEN HERE.
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,‘Ojﬁ(;‘e Memomndum s  UNITED STATEQ?GOVBRNMENT

5 /
s .
@4{&‘&/ A \ ‘ e
| » . L . cardm
2\ TO : Mr. Rosen . S DATE: April 26, 1955 ES%TE%
| R ) : mol
& | / Harbo
| Mohr
FROM ¢ Mr. Evans ?/’ B R »/( ton
| Tamm-
| . ) . SRS IN Sizoo
@ Y., {7 Winterrowd

SUBJECT : HERMAN M.’ GREENSPUN, WA. | RS sl v
CONTEMPT OF COURT Holloman
5 '

/= Gindy :

Assistant Unlted States Attorney, Reno, Nevadaj has
requested review of recent news articles written by Greenspun -

’’’’’’

to facilitate determination regarding whether they constitute,
contempt of court in which Greenspun was recentlyeicg&itt@défg
ation

of charges that he wrote articles tending to incite assagsit
of Senator HMcCarthy. ' v

{ publisher of "Las Vegas Sun," was tried in U. S. District
-.Court on charges brought by Post Office authorities. At the.
request of the Criminal Division in memorandum 3/18/55 the
Bureau conducted a jury panel investigation in connection with
the trial which investigation was completed I/L/55. . B

{ Greenspun, notorious and.controversial owner and

~ Salt Leke City teletype ly/25/55 advised Assistant :
United States Attorney, Reno, on behalf of trial judge John R.
Ross, requested contempt of court investigation regarding news
articles written by Greenspun prior to, during and after the
trial*with particular reference to articles concerning rulings
and conduct of the court. Judge RoSs reportedly also commented
regarding the vitriolic tenor of articles about United States
Attorney Madison B. Graves. Assistant United States Attorney
requested investigation be limited at present to review of."Las
Vegas Sun" for the last six months specifically mentioning .
issues on 3 dates 'in:April and stating that Judge Ross desired

to review the investigative report. v ”i;Z?
ACTION: '

salt Lake City was instructed by teletype l4/25/55 to-
recontact Assistant United States Attorney and point out that
the question of whether the news articles constituted contempt
is one for the United States Attorney and court to decide and

F'W‘(Tecbj”/ﬁ/_é Tosul 7%‘/ m acfwff”l L ?,—-éﬁ*’” j
54&?\?@{ 13190427 REC@RDE%-W G ‘
_;ifﬁgﬁifﬁggﬂaﬁ‘. ' | &ﬂkJXX] o rézsu‘ﬂ.ﬁsﬂfizﬁﬁé ;




the only 1nvestigat1ve action desired appeared to be the securing
of pertinent issues of the paper. Since the substantive case
handled by postal authorities involved newspaper articles by
Greenspun, postal authorities undoubtedly. followed his press
comments closely and may have retained copies of pertinent issues
of the papers. : : <

- Salt Lake Clty, therefore, was instructed to suggest
Jto the Assistant United States Attorney that he consider
requesting the Post Office authorities to handle the current
matter as a direct outgrowth of the substantive case 1nvestigated
by them. : ; o
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Oﬁ%e Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT s
¢+ Mr. R o : : DATE: }M 2 1 -
T " osen @/ - B ) . ay 95;” g::lmom
: : ' ' . ‘ Harbo
FROM ! C. A. Evans L - : ‘ E%E;

Tamm

@ . ) : Sizoo

$UB)ECT : HERMAN M. GREENSPUN, with alias - : S

CONTEMPT OF COURT ‘ ) B gd?mn
: andy

I

- U. S. District Judge has requested Bureau ass1stance in investi-
gation to determine whether news articles written by Greenspun constituted

contempt of the court in which Greenspun was recently tried. Greens 's
trial on charges that he wrote articles tending to incite assassin Yon -
of Senator McCarthy resulted in his acquittal. . ¢ —

A
Greenspun, notorious and controversial owner and publlsher of

"Las Vegas Sun," was tried in U. 5. District Court on charges brought by
. Post Office authorities. At the request of the Criminal Division, the
Bureau conducted a jury panel 1nvest1gatlon in connection with the trial
but the substantlve case was handled in its entirety by postal authorities.

On 4/25/55, Assistant U. S. Attorney, Reno, on behalf of trlal A
judge, John R. Ross, requested Salt Lake City Office conduct a Contempt -
of Court 1nvest1gatlon regarding news articles written by Greenspun
prior ‘tos” during, and after the trial with particular reference to
articles concerning the rulings and conduct of the court. . It was
requested that the investigation be limited to a review of 1ssues of
the."Las~Negas Sun" for the last six months.

A On Bureau instructions, Salt Lake City Office suggested to
‘U. S. Attorney request for this investigation be made to postal -
authorities who had handled the substantive case and, on u/26/55, ‘the
Assistant‘U 'S, Attorney indicated he would request postal authoritie
to handle the matter. . o

. N h - . »L-,
salt Lake Clty teletype 5/2/55 reflected Ass1stant U. 8. Attorney
further discussed this matter with Judge Ross, -who req sted that FBI.:
ake the investigation pointing out that he considere e contempt of

court a distinct offense from the substantlve posta%g 1olation é?;é_yiaw_

RECOMMENDATION = . ~ CEX-17% @‘;3%

LDMA}
There is attached for approval a'teletype to Salt Lake égt<)1955

Office, instructing that investigation requested by Judge Ross be -
instituted immediately. . This action is being taken since it appears

the judge is looking to the FBI. to’ resolve this matter which directly- ‘?%?V‘
concerns the dlgnlty of hls court.
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} : L : y N | Mr. Tolson ’
¢« S
- ' : : Mr. Nichols___+
i - i FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : .+ | Mr. Belmont, "
& - U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE : . , Mr. Harbo
~ COMMUMCATIONS SECTION Mr. Mohr.
. . , Mr. Parsons.____
. Mr. Rosen__..
MAY 21955 | | Mr. Tamm.—
| mny . M. S“&“G LT
TELE . E 'IIV'Ie:Ie . ‘v;{):ornerrowd__
. My. Holloman
Miss Gandy.
FBL SALT LAKE CITY - 5-2-55  12-34 PM MST RJU
ECTOR URGENT " - o Y
HERMAN?M;¢%REENSPUN, WA. CONTEMPT OF COURT. REMYTEL APRIL TWENTYSI%bF
LAST. AUSAI |ADVISES HE HAS FURTHER DISCUSSED THIS b7

MATTER WITH uSDJ JOHN Re ROSS WHO HAS REQUESTED FBI MAKE INVESTIGATION,‘

POINTING OUT HE CONSIDERS COMTEMPT OFFENSE A DISTINCT OFFENSE FROM ALLE‘

POSTAL VIOLATION AND IN ADDITION, ATTACKS BY SUBJECT AGAINST POSTAL 1

AUTHORITIES MAKE INVESTIGATION OF INST MATTER BY DIFFERENT AGENCY

EEELEQE&E' INV, DESIRED STILL LIMITED AT THIS POINT TO NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
AND PRESS RELEASE REFERRED MYTEL APRIL TWENTYFIVE LAST. BUREAU-Sré;ﬁ‘ﬁm

INSTRUCTION REQUESTED, . - & o -
CORNELIUS I 350031{;59,@ - | ;
_ ‘ é L= ,
END AND ACK PLS  FOR TWO MESSAGES 7‘ éﬁyf47
REC TWO MSG OK FBI WA BLW 3=-36 PM 12 NAY 101055
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Mr. Tolson———

- Mr. Boardman—

i Bir. Nichols—
' FEDERAL BUREAU 0F InVESTIGATION . %’IAT' gel“gm-“’
| U.S DEPARTHENT oF Jusice . Harb0———

Mr. Moh? e -

CORHUNICATIONS SecTion Mr. Pargfye
¥, Ro ;ﬁff

HAY Lo 16:5 %" W e ;
\’ r'. V;’zin 'e-'. wdt
TELETYPE ok | 1o B
Mr. Holloman

FBLSALT LAKE CITY 5-43-55  2-56 PU MST  BLB LG

IRECTOR URGENT

B i ’ .
HERMAN M, GREENSPUN, WA, COI}J_/TEMPT OF COURT, REBUTEL THIRD INST. f!L"/
“”‘T"' b6
WAUSA“ y RENC, NEVADA, ADVISES NOT NOW NECESSARY TO 0Bb7C

GREENSPUN-S NEWS RELEASE IN VASHINGTON, DC. DECEMBER TWENTYFIRST LAST
OTHER THAN THE VAY IT'APPEARED IN RENQ AND LAS VEGAS NEWSPAPERS, ADVISES

MATTER MAY ‘BE SUBJECT T0 FURTHER CONSIDERATION AT LATER DATE AFTER
REPORT WITH ALL PERTINENT ARTICLES IS REVIEWED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF

L 80=

PRESS RELEASE TO WHOLE PROBLEM CAN BE CONSIDE ED, WFO IED TAKE NO

FURTHER ACTION AT THIS TIME, .|
n\w’“"w
CORNELIUS ,

oo Tt

END AND ACK, PLS, . | e
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{ Mr. Harbo——
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Mr. Sizod.e——
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FBI SAKT LAKE CITY 5-12-55 3=49 PM MST | GP

DIREATOR AND SAC WASHINGTON FIELD , URGENT

HERMAN MILTON é%%ENaPUN, WAs, CONTEMPT OF COURT« REBUTEL MA ELEVEN.
WITH REFERENCE TO PRESS RELEASE BY SUBJECT IN WASHINGTﬁﬁfZV. c.,¢§5£%7/

LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL REPORTED SUBJECT AS STATING INDICTMENT RIGGED

AND TWO CABINET OFFICERS, TWO U, S. SENATORS, FEDERAL JUDGE, JOHN

ROSS AND USA GRAVES WERE CONSPIRING TO SEND HIM TO JAIL. 1IN LAS VEGAS

SUN ON DECEMBER TWENTYFOUR, FIFTYFOUR, SUBJECT cnxrzczzzn REPORTING

OF LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL AND REFERRED TO THE STATEMENT A'S UNTRUTH-

FUL AND DISTORTED. JUDGE ROSS ORIGINALLY REQUESTED THE OBTAINING OF .
/i

INFORMATION IN THE PRESS RELFASE. . NOT DEEMED FEASIBLE TO REQUE“T \;’E/
ORIGINAL AP OR UP RELEASE BUT IT IS BELIEVED WASHINGTON PAPERS WOULD

MORE LIKELY. REFLECT IMPARTIAL REPORTING OF STATEMENTS. 1IN VIEW oF
ABOVE BUREAU REQUESTED TO RECONSIDER INSTRUCTING WAQHINGTON FIELD

TO REVIEV WASHINGTON PAPERS. BECORDED.-48 /, 42f5257 ;2

CORNELIUS. . .2
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’ f\iy. Parsom
TELETYPE ,M;§$$::::

' wr. Siz00———1l
r Winterrowd-

% Vs ' Tele ROom--—'"“"

d

/ﬁ;}’gALfVLAKE chz///’/;-1o-ss 7-04 PM
DIRECTOR AND SAR/WASHINGTON FIELD URGENT & —/
_ANS Y

HERMAN MILTON GREENSPUN, WA HANKQ%REENSPUN, CONTEMPT OF COURT, SU 00
BUDED SEVENTEENTH INSTANT. FOR INFORMATION WASHINGTON FIELD, GREENSPUN
RECENTLY ACQUITTED IN TRIAL FOR POSTAL VIOLATION AT LAS VEGAS, NEVADA.
USDJ JOHN R. ROSS REQUESTED REVIEW OF ISSUES OF LAS VEGAS SUN NEWS=
PAPER, PUBLISHED BY GREENSPUN, FOR PAST SIX MONTHS AND NEWS RELEASE
MADE BY GREENSPUN WHILE IN WASHINGTON, Du C. FOR POSSIBLE CONTEMPT
ACTION, REVIEW OF RENO, NEVADA, AND LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, NEWSPAPERS,
WHICH bIFrER IN STORIES, REFLECT AP AND UP’DISPATCHES INDICATING THAT
GREENSPUN HAD PRESS CONFERENCE AT WASHINGTON, De Co ON DECEMBER TWENTY-
FIRST, FIFTYFOUR, IN WHICH HE ALLEGED CONSPIRACY TO CONVICT HIM AND MADE
STATEMENTS CONCERNING THE JUDGE BEING QUOTE BEMOLDEN TO SENATOR MALONE
END QUOTE AND EXPECTING TO GET FEW QUOTE BREAKS END QUOTE IN CASE, /fii
RELFASES AS APPEARING IN NEVADA PAPERS WILL BE SET FORTH IN REPORT.

UACB WASHINGTON FIELD WILL REVIEW STORIES APPEARING IN WASHINGTON De- Ce
PAPERS. OBTAIN VERBATIM 'CONTENT RE STATEMENTS MADE BY GRERNSPUN AND

ez

A -
SET OUT IN REPORT FORM‘} it TH OR C§@OF R?POPT DESIGNATED F R USA,

RENO, NEVADA. BEQ@RDE"48
'  CORNELIUS . N _\
CCF MW, ROSER~—_ J ,9-— S . .
END AND ACKN  A¥o-coimnvmon ————— 7< 5 N A
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S dateﬁ M&Y 13, 1955°77'5""

"kg' . ﬁh@ro : ed 0“" eopy bf tha'r@pbazk_anfﬁ% IR

'j]'af %p@Qial Agent ‘dated Hay 17, . A
1956, at 8alt Leka OLlly, waich rofleets inveatigaa e

N 3 ¥ ﬁequ@ath by thoé United. Stagos. Attorney on- S
P bohalf. of U. S. District’ Juége John Ro Ross, ~’}i RPN
‘\?“Lavson Ci%y, mavaaa,,~--, ) . e A"

ECRC In view of your reqmast that th@ ropar% R A T
‘-qwﬂp]in this matter be 'submittod %o the. Cpiminal . e e e A e e 1
‘g}fBiviaisn ‘beforg any further investigation 19' T
.- . %" econducted, ho farthor setionm will be taken in . . .
']’Ty;jthis n %ter in the &ba@ﬂﬁ@ of a requost fram youoz'

”?jNOTEi"Investigatlon in this case consisted of |- review of 'gQﬁ*é
"ot news articles: written by Greenspun. to determlne‘_’ L
~whether they. constituted contempt of the ‘U..S. ¥ .
.¢'District Court- in’ Whlch ‘he -was- recently acquitted
; " of eharges: brought by the. . Post 0ffice Department
J :: . that ‘he wrote: articles tending to incite. the L

iy ~assassination.of Senator McCarthy., - Referenced .

' memorandum from Olney dated 5/13/55 requested, N
_.that upon completion of th review of the . newspaper
RS ;articles, no' ‘farther action be taken. until the
el matter was. submitted to thé- Crlminal Division.r“ e
-7 'This- memoraﬂéﬁm’fukthergadvised that similapr .~ . =~ - -~
7 - instructions: had been issuedytorthe‘Unite&%States B
“a-‘Attorney.,;fA-~ww . UL RN
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" Tolson _*

< Belmont: _

Parso ons
. Rosen-.

“ Teles Room
. Holloman
andy .
[
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"'s'Vegas Sun newspaper, published bv subgect, _
pressed:: partlcular interest. in: a press. release
‘made by subJect from Washlng’wn, D + for’ poss:Lble contempt,of ce_urt

“Héno and’ Las Vegas, Nevada‘newsp per. :
1ndlcate sub;;ect made’ press release from. Washlngton, Di C., 12/21/51&,
but - s’oor1es.~1n pape 57 dif e Subgect quobed' as statlng he belleved
Judge ROSS and USA MADISON Bs ‘GRAVES - "Both.' ’

4".',.w1th be:Lng ‘biased- but ‘he »expee’oe _'t.o ge~'
“In h/20/55 is5ue " s Veg g

'APPROVED AND ‘-

I-c-«c/ HﬁCr ﬁ\neu (mm
PROPERTY OF-FBI=THI 4 [

.PRINTING orrlct 7 10——59255 8 4*‘ -




)

-955 by Assistént ﬁnlted'States»Attérney’

"pub}lshed by subgect,1

on”

';Greenspun Spld‘"”

waty 5

the 1aw when he sent thr dgh the mall ’géples oﬁfa Sun"column ln Wthh he

gt







artlcle‘whlch said RN
ThlS» -and other passages,,_,.';.‘ :

RS 2

_‘:i"Or wfitlng it Mo gan sald, would be *







, h nest"opln jn.,

e




. but flnds 1t.
McCarthy has

.8 Senators,ii*ﬁ
alle"ﬁ—-—. i




' _of the Las Vegas Sun, page one and- ’Wo,,GREENSPUN comments concerning Unlted
‘States’ Attorney MADISON B.. GRAVES whom he refers - 0. as MATT GRAVES* in view"
ofthe. fact GRAVES gave™ GREENSPUN an- alla.s in: the 1ndlc tménts . He refers'
‘to what he.. calls the‘ "phony story” of hlS press conference -as prlnted in’

Je

-\»'more than' a5 few repofters present as- the ‘suite wes crammeci full., The
- .remalnder of the column 1s' .devo‘aed_ ’_oo _en ; rtlcle 'reported]y, wrn.t.ten by

.,tand" Ty the December 2u, 1951;,,_,,;-“"_; o
two, CREENSPUN states as follows.,._. s "j o

pride nwself-.on t.he callber o)
“‘one; thlng upon whlch I 1ns1st._



















to be wrong. ~And. if 1t br

on a- mat’oer for whlch I




whst I tntend.to. write ‘about it. :And ;
e-result - Irintend to have Sore’ comments’ on theitrial,,
ion; and theéy will be:very definitely’stated










"so, they retlred 10 . the Jury room:to. careﬁfully 2
: Desplte the faulty charges of the court,-v-'v




unless I tel._
‘and suppres'













hy ,rt,-‘,;-.
ER AN

igovernmentov

my attorneys~to aék_@he Jury for a'conv1ctlon”so
r W..h,'ith was b




whéhmadewavailable,

pity

on a strlctly confldentlal_ba51s,
) De ;" 19Sh ahd

5o any”addltlonél\1nvest1gat10n

Sﬁit iak; City teléﬁyp
5/2/ 5, a /10/55

i g Talest
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HE&MAH GREEHEPUN
COWTBMPT OF- COURT
tﬁ%&aﬁ@n@ copy. of 8 tienorand ~ dated 5/
un date
mWMWMm&m%MMWMmM%MM&

.».
. . Pl r_,;,.«.

Your. @ffﬂae should-be ¢ tided aocarﬁingly‘ f»,v-‘:4, o

Tolson___.. .

Boardman , P ,
Nlchols " L . Frooo aj".«..._._,,.r_—-__
Belmom T RV LT @OM
Harbo e ' L R \
. Mohr

Parsons

’:‘)‘”.‘ Rosen m:v-.." v, ‘-M ‘ X . ;.. . e L\JBABH'ED y

:,;..u.

]

Holloman s




~l sTANnARD ro No. 64 . i | : .u ";/Em;:g;:&;//’
" ? . - %{l M, By
O]ﬁce Memo mzdum UNITED STATES GOVERNM] M;lrbgf:
Mr, Moht.
: ' Mr, Parsoys,
0 Director, Federal Bure‘.u of Investigation - DATE; i, Tocenh
‘ T e
‘ ” JV"”"IL ron ’.\ : “:;‘ WOSWIJSI‘p I “ 20t
- General, Ariminal Division . = o BbS g Holomen—
o ' - | ‘ Miss Gandy..—
SUBJECT: Herman Greenspun. Contempt of Court N 7& ~ e
H%mar, f)r) e nhpie v, =

This is in Yesponse to your memorandm of May | 1955, to the |
Attomey General s Wherein it was stated that you have been requested

to review neWSpaper articles and releases by Greenspun as a ‘basis for
\ o a determmetion whether they constitute contempt of courts
} : uv
\ It is requested that upon completlon of the review of the newse
. bpaper articles that you submit the matter to the Criminal Division

before undertaking -eny further investigation, A similar commmnica-
tion has been addressed to the United States Attorney, Reno, Nevada.

.
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... FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION %’%
"  UNITED STATES DEPKRTMENT OF Jus'r'xé]go\“ -

ATRTEL R Tele. Room_... . |
Tra.nsmlt, the following 7;1}’#}/)’9’9’ message to: Mr. Holloman. .. !

S - stsGandy_. . i B
| FBI, SALT LAKE ey - 5/21/55 i

/DfRECTOR I T

HERMAN MILTON GREE\BPUN, Wa.
CONTEMPT OF .CQURT :
" Rebuairtel 5/17/55. , . A
-  pe

Heport of SA| | submitted 5/17/55, air mail. In p7C
view instructions, referenced airtel .and enclosure 'bhereto, this case belng ’
placed in closed status this office. S o

. CORNELIS

END B
69—18
LJMs
()

 RECORDED -
PORDED - 15 w_ﬁ /
| EXI@#’Z o ar MAY%S s
esmagtiss o
Ap;rovela; a% - | - ‘Sent_.

Co Do - Special ‘Agent-in Charge




\
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 : ‘) . ’

Oﬁiae Memomndum o UNITED STATES GOVERN”t\@f,E§{§'r:m;a-n ]

\

Mr. Nichols___
Mr. Belmont___

Mr Parsons._
My, Rosen.;_,._____
Mr. Tamm_____
Mr, Sz
Mr. Wmterrowd
Tele. Room__

S T Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATEY June 23
:[?ROM . Tarren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General WO:WLJ:cd
Criminal Division
MUBJECT Herman Milton’Greenspun Lﬂ L}go i8-116=15
L
// ‘This refers to ypur memorandum of May 26, 1955, and the att
- report of Special Agent dated May 17, 195

As we do not contemplate any further action on this matter,
no further investigation is desired at this time,

ﬂﬁ AP
gu a@w
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Harho....._

. Mohr

Homan \
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